THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD

January 4/5, 2025
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Fr. Stephen J. Dandeneau
Administrator
St. Joseph
Roman Catholic Church
183 Sayles Avenue
Pascoag, RI 02859
(401) 568-2411

Mon 1 Jn 3:22; 4:6 Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25

Tue 1Jn4:7-10Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 MKk 6:34-44

Wed 1Jn4:11-18 Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13
MKk 6:45-52

Thu 1Jn4:19;5:4Ps72:1-2, 14 & 15bc, 17
Lk 4:14-22

Fri 1 Jn 5:5-13 Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-2
Lk 5:12-16

Sat  1Jn 5:14-21 Ps149:1-2, 3-4, 5-6a & 9b
Jn 3:22-30

Sun Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5, 9-11
Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10

Please remember to keep praying for the
lost and homeless, they need our faith and
our strength.

Thank you to all who share their time/talent
and treasures on a daily basis. You shall see
the kingdom of God.

It truly is “the most wonderful time of the year”
and this story of the Visit of the Wise Men is yet
another lyrical element of the Christmas story.
Into the drab stable cave come these Gentile
visitors from the Orient richly dressed in vibrant
colors. Whatever is of gold in their garb catches
the light of the fire there. We can also hear the
tinkling of the bells on the camel harness as the
stately animals make their moves. They are a
stark contrast to the locals gathered.

Their gifts became highly significant. Gold
highlights the kingship of Jesus. The
frankincense His divinity. The Myrrh, an
embalming fluid no less, stands for Christ’s
redemptive suffering. We can see that this story
is more than meets the eye.

This last aspect of the story had to be a challenge
for Matthew’s readers. They had a long tradition
behind their generally accepted belief that God
had chosen them as His people. That is true even
in our own time. But this was a choice that had
to call for expansion. Otherwise, God is rendered
too small. Believers in the myriad Gentile gods
had to know that paradise was an option for
them that entailed belief in the one supreme
Lord.

We contemporary believers must maintain an
immense respect for the children of Abraham.
After all, as the Roman Canon declares:
“Abraham (is) our father in faith.” The baby
Jesus came to us as a Jew. The Blessed Mother
and St. Joseph were good practicing Jews. So
were most of Our Lord’s closest early followers.
Anti-antisemitism has no place in a Christian
heart. That evil threatens the beautiful poetry of
this feast on this first Sunday of the new year.
The axiom is true: “Wise men still seek Him.”

“We three kings of Orient are
Bearing gifts, we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star.”

source: Rev. Leonard G. Peterson
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The MISSION of the
parish community of
Saint Joseph is to
“Go into the whole
world and proclaim
the gospel.”

. Our VISION: As a Catholic
faith community, we invite all to experience the
saving grace of Jesus Christ. We strive to grow
and sustain by offering ministries that meet and
nurture the Sacramental, spiritual, material, and
emotional needs of our greater community.

Jan 4 In Memory of Arthur Houle, Sr.
Sat 4:00pm (13 Ann) by his Family
&

In Memory of Weston Wicklumd

(13" Ann) by his Wife and Family
&

In Memory of Helen F. Fortin

(B’day Rem) by Ann

Jan 7 For the Relief & Release of the
Tues 7:45am Souls in Purgatory

Jan 8 For the Relief & Release of the
Wed 9:00am Souls in Purgatory

Jan 11 In Memory of George F. Hoppe

Sat 4:00pm (31 Ann), John P. Hoppe (3"¢
Ann), Roger G. Brunette, Sr. (18"
Ann) by the Family

SANCTUARY LAMP

ER RS R S SR R SR S S R S SR R S S S R R S S R S R

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn
this week In Loving Memory of
Arthur Houle. Sr. (B’day Rem) by
Family

,’ ' Do you, or someone you know,
need a prayer? Call Pauline Prew
568-5644 and have our “Prayer
Warriors” pray for your

intentions.

FINANCIAL UPDATE:
Financial update will be in next
weeks bulletin due to early
transmission of the bulletin.
Thank you

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS

Jan 4 Monthly

Jan 11 Fuel

Jan 18 | Catholic University
Jan 25 | Latin America

Feb 1 Monthly
Feb 8 Fuel

ON-LINE GIVING
Thank you to those parishioners who utilize
Parish Giving. If you have not done so already,
please visit our website-stjosephri.org to enroll in
on-line giving. (See “Parish  Giving” icon-
bulletins lower left corner of the home page.)

u MASS INTENTIONS/
OFFERTORY GIFTS
When more than one family
has an intention for a single
Mass, we suggest that a
member of each family present
the gifts (hosts and wine) to the Celebrant. Please
notify an Usher before Mass if you are in
attendance and wish to bring the gifts to the altar
and whether you would like the gifts to be placed in
front of the first pew (if you are unable to walk the

entire length of the center aisle
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S&S Electric

www.sandselectricri.com

to make a living, not a fortune!”

ALLTYPEsOF ELECTRICAL
PHONE « DATA

Liesns. 401-568-8965

Scott Ware « scottsselectric@gmail.com
Come visit our on-site showroom!

844 Putnam Pike

: (@: and Keepsakes

“Basically a bunch of guys looking § ™,

Rosaries

W jin

made from
your special flowers

Family owned & operated
for over 40 years!
walk-ins « mail orders « call
‘Wezﬁﬁngs - Funerals - Communions - Gift
1215 Main Street | Unit 114 | Tewksbury MA
www.rosariesfromflowers.com

Y

Kristen Moore
The Stearns/McGee Team

SRAMX 3

Propertles _
261 Maln St., North Smithfield, R1 02896

401-413-6907

9Boucher

Funeral Home
272 Sayles Ave., Pascoag
401-568-5760
www.boucherfh.com
Traditional Funerals
Cremation Services &
Pre-Planning Funerals
Tod Gautreau

Broker Associate, Licensed in RI, MA & CT | “Multi-Million Dolle-ar Producer”

Support |Mallory’s Army Foundation

978-851-9103

Sponsor a Child, Change a Life

Chepachet, RI 02814

. - @?jﬁgﬁ@
ﬂ;[i“"?ﬂ"“e A ,‘c_.‘,':ii" %:gaT“P:iz:t':" L Your United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Oulreach for the Cghildgren ongaiti %Eﬁﬁ C it Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
s ommumty @, www.MallorysArmy.com

LI 0000000000000000000000000024

IIIII 0010000000000 10000000000 00000000000 00000000000 000000

_ (973) 440-8657

| info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing
list! Just send your email

address by text message:
UR AR

...and your Church!

?
S

VIA Vi 0

Yes, it can.
]

WORSHIP

www.ProvHaitiOutreach.org

to Our Church!

American
Red Cross

e ol

Make a Difference in Your Community

VOLUNTEER

with the American Red Cross

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

S A M I
STOP ASK MATCH INFORM

Ask #WHATSMYNAME
GEFORE Y0U GET IN A RIDE. SHARE WITH US

catholicmaich
Rhode Island "

Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY
IN THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here
to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Jackie Manning p
jmanning@jppc.net | (913) 744-6337

OUR SPONSORS & OUR COMMUNITY

i
FABER.

\ - -
N s

John Patrick Publishing Company  1-800-333-3166 « www.jppc.net

’_\

CatholicMatch.com/dateRI

ANYONE in the community,
“_ not only Parishioners, can
access realtime offers
ﬁ%\ their favorite sponsors
to'save, share & support

Sponsors can offer

promotions, discou
and/or up-to-date cor:h ?
information to the
ENTIRE community

™
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